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Pastor  
Rev. Daven Oskvig 

 
Office Manager/Ministry Assistant 

Kyanah Nichols 
 

Minister of Music 
Kevin Durkin 

    
       Financial Secretary 
                 Doris Schanzlin 

 
Custodian 

Dan Waggoner 
 

350 Saratoga Road,  Amherst, NY 14226  

Phone: (716) 839-2460  

www.christchurchamherst.org    E-mail: cumc350@gmail.com   

Monday, Wednesday , Friday 9:30am-1:30pm 

 

Office Closed :  

September 7 

October 12 

November 11 

November 26, 27 

December 24, 25, 31 

January 1 2027  

  

Final Caller Edited by Barb Mitchell 
Thanks to everyone who read the Caller, 

submitted pictures and articles, and supported 
me the last 9 years. 
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Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Daven 

 Grace and peace to you in the name of the One 
who was, who is, and who will come again!  I 
cannot believe that I am starting my 10th 
September in ministry at Christ Church. As I reflect 
back, it is difficult to recall the anticipation and 
anxiety of that first year in ministry here still new 

and yet to really form and forge important relationships. Now, 
with a decade serving through our shared experiences together, 
this faith community has become more than the church I serve 
but a family of which I am part. 
 I appreciate that only occurs with time and shared 
experiences. I also recognize that it can be intimidating to visit 
someplace new when you don’t know anyone and have yet to 
establish a shared history. Grateful for what the church and its 
people have given and continue to give us, I want to challenge 
each of us that know and feel this same way about Christ Church 
to reach out to someone and invite them to come home to 
church this fall with us. Give them a ride, sit with them in 
worship, and join them in fellowship. Help them not to see the 
church as an exclusive group, but as a welcoming family. I ask 
you alongside them to engage in opportunities in learning, 
outreach, and music to foster those shared experiences that 
build relationships. Find ways to connect in friendship and 
fellowship which encourage health and wholeness of body, 
mind, and spirit. Live the vision God has placed upon us - to 
make connections and offer opportunities in faith, love, and 
service. 
 So may this fall be a time of empowering, engaging, and 
embracing at Christ Church! 
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Carol Corsaro.............................. 13 
Grace Markello ........................... 14       
Chris Sciolino .............................. 15         
Lynn Ramsey .............................. 16 

Jim Beller ................................... 20       
Alicia Bemudez .......................... 29         
Diane Glenn ............................... 29 
Sue Estee ................................... 30 

Michael and Patty Keller .............................................. December   5,  1987 
Peter and Patricia Zaleski ............................................ December  23, 1960 
Tom and Kathy Brunner .............................................. December  27, ???? 

Geoff and Janet Hill ..................................................... November 21, 1970 
Guy and Sharon Ferrelli ............................................... November 24, 1974 

November Birthdays 

December Birthdays 

November Anniversaries 

December Anniversaries 

Robert Paddock .........................  3 
Jean Ericson ...............................  5       
Diane Klenk ................................  6       
Michael Keller ............................  8 
Dave Wolf .................................. 11 

Geoff  Hill ................................... 11      
Carol Ann Maltbie ...................... 12        
Betty Kreib ................................. 13 
Paula Kreib ................................. 29 
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70 years Herb and Jane Darling ................................................  September  8,  1956 
Tom and Kathy Weaver ..............................................  September  8,  1984 
Herb and Nora Townsend Wilber ..............................  September 21, 1990 
Greg and Phyllis Maliken ............................................  September 22, 1979 
Frank and Linda Parete ..............................................  September 27, 1975 

Jane Darling ................................  3 
Pastor BJ .....................................  5       
Lianne Oskvig .............................  7         
Bim Rowlands .............................  9 
June Gilbert ................................ 10 
Patti Bechtel ............................... 11 
Nancy Annunziata ...................... 16 
Aubrey Loliger ............................ 16  

Jonathan Miller ..........................19 
Sandra Paddock ..........................20 
Beth Reilly Brown .......................20 
Hildegard Webber ......................20 
Lisa Malpica ................................24 
Nora Townsend Wilber ..............24 
Barbara Carier ............................26 
Jean Wood ..................................27 

September Birthdays 

September Anniversaries 

October Anniversaries 

October Birthdays 

Brad Loliger ................................  2 
Janelle Martin Davis ...................  3       
Peter Zaleski ...............................  8         

Greg Maliken ..............................11 
Julie Wrisley................................12      
Janet Hill .....................................16        

NONE 
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SPIRITUAL INFORMATION TEAM 

Exploring Sunday Scriptures: posted on YouTube and an in person 
opportunity on Tuesdays at Noon - Join Rev. Oskvig in a conversation 
about the scriptures which will be explored in the sermon on the 
following Sunday.   
 
Feasting on the Word with Rev. Oskvig – posted Wednesdays on our 
website: www.christchurchamherst.org 

Children’s Ministry 
Starts September 13 due to Labor Day delay and then 

September 20th 11a-Noon 
Following months will be the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 

except for Easter. 
Story Room 20 and Art Room 21 

Hope to see you there! 

AOL: Adult Opportunities for Learning   

Sundays – September 13, 27, October 4 
following worship in the Wesley Room 
 
The Road to Character by David Brooks (Pt. 2) 
Blending psychology, spirituality, and confessional,  
The Road to Character provides an opportunity  for us to 
rethink our priorities, and strive to build rich inner lives 
marked by humility and moral depth.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sundays – October 18, 25, November 1, 8, 15 
following worship in the Wesley Room   

Mental Health:  
Experiencing God’s Care for Our Mind, Body, and Spirit 
By Dorcas Cheng-Tozun 
Explore God's love and presence in your mental health  
and everyday struggles. This study doesn't merely  
comfort―it equips. You'll see how Jesus walks with us  
in suffering and how his redemption transforms mental  
health struggles into testimonies of strength and hope. You'll also 
discover practical tools to care for both yourself and others in 
community, grounded in God's truth. 

Facilitator: Peggy Bermudez 

http://www.christchurchamherst.org
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Thirstaid –  Thursdays,  1:00-2:30 pm in the Wesley 

Room 

Thursdays – September 10, 17, 24 
50 Women Every Christian Should Know:  
Learning from Heroines of the Faith (Pt. 2) 
By Michelle DeRusha 
Throughout history, countless women have boldly  
stepped out in faith and courage, leaving their  
indelible mark on those around them and on the  
kingdom of God. In lively prose Michelle DeRusha tells their stories, 
bringing into focus fifty incredible heroines of the faith.  
 
   
 

                          Thursdays – October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
        Untangling Faith:  
  Reclaiming Hope in the Questions Jesus Asked 

  By Amberley Neese 
  Have you ever felt you struggled to find your  faith 
  footing? Explore the questions Jesus asked as a  way to 
reclaim your faith: Can God Be Trusted?  How Can I Grow in Faith? 
Amberly’s unique humor and wit will help you find your way through 
deep and rich issues of personal faith, doubt, and growth. 
 

 
 

Thursdays – November 5, 12, 19; December 3,10,17 
Preparing My Heart for Advent:  
A Spiritual Pilgrimage for the Christmas Season 
By Ann Marie Stewart 
We want to prepare for Christmas with a  
listening heart, but often the holiday uproar  
overcomes our good intentions. Stewart  
offers a daily November Bible study reinforced  
by December devotions to help you halt the  
insanity of the season and embrace the joy of our Savior's birth. 

 Facilitator: Diane Klenk  
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Congratulations to Jonathan and Jessica Lawson Owens 
on the birth of their son Jack Woods on August 11, 2026. 
Jack is the grandson of David and Lisa Lawson. 

We wish to extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and 
friends of Bill Watson upon his death on August 4, 2026. 

 
We wish to extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and 
friends of Peggy Alexander Shumate, daughter of the late Geri 

and Palmer Alexander, upon her death on August 10, 2026. 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends 
of Jenny Waggoner, wife of our custodian Dan Waggoner, upon 

her death on August 19, 2026 
 

We extend prayers and sympathy to Brad Hendricks and his 
family upon the recent death of his grandmother. 

 

Thank you Christ Church for your care, support and prayers for Jim 
through these last difficult months and for your ongoing support and 
encouragement for me as I continue life's journey. 
 Sally Pollard 

A Note from Linda Hoak: 
Thank you for all the cards and prayers following my knee replacement 
surgery; I really appreciated them!  My recovery is going great and I am 
feeling very good.  Thanks again. 

Dear Church Family,  
Thank you so very much for your outpouring of love concern and 
support  for our family in recent weeks surrounding and including Bill's 
death. Thank you for your prayers  hugs, calls, texts, cards and  food. We 
have been so richly blessed by each of you and are incredibly 
grateful. Thank you! 
 ~The Watson Family  
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CREATION CARE  

As we head into Fall here are a couple of ideas to keep in mind: 
 
Avoid the lure of a Leaf-Blower as it uses up valuable natural resources 
whether gas-powered or electric; raking is much better exercise besides! 
 
Never use your hose to clean your driveway or sidewalks of debris as it 
allows not just the debris to enter the storm sewers but also any organic 
waste and pollutants which then enter directly into our lakes, rivers and 
streams. 
 
Consider planting a tree in your backyard if you have space or have trees 
planted in Honor/Memory of a Loved One.   
The Arbor Day Foundation will plant trees at very reasonable prices and 
give you options as to how many trees and where they should be 
planted. You will receive a Commemorative Certificate to present to the 
recipient. Access their site for more information. 
 
Don't be quick to start your car to either cool it or warm it up; it takes 
only about 30 seconds to one minute to circulate the oil. Extensive idling 
wastes fuel and harms the environment. 
 
Share these thoughts with family members and friends; the more 
people who consider their actions and how they affect the Earth, the 
safer and better will be this place we all call home! 
 
The Creation Care Team has not yet formally met but we hope to get 
things started this Fall. If you have ideas to share, please let us know. 
 
                                               Sandy Cumming & Sally Pollard 
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The Future of The Caller 
 
After serving as Editor in Chief of The Caller for the past nine years, Bar-
bara Mitchell is stepping down. We thank her for her dedicated service to 
the Caller, and for all the work she has put in to make sure our congrega-
tion is well informed regarding the happenings at CUMC! 
 
The Church Council is currently exploring what the future of The Caller 
will look like, due to the sunsetting of Windows Publisher, the computer 
program on which each issue is built. Please feel free to reach out to Brad 
Loliger, Peggy Bermeduz, or Rev. Oskvig with any suggestions, ideas, or if 
you would like to be involved with what comes next! 

Update on Amherst Churches Collaboration: 
 
On behalf of the members of the 4-church collaboration committee, we 
want to thank you all for your participation in the focus groups and 
visioning sessions and for your prayers as we walk this journey together.   
 
At our most recent meeting, Asbury and Trinity announced their plans to 
pursue an informal partnership with each other. 
 
At the same meeting, representatives from Williamsville and Christ 
Church expressed an interest in continuing to move forward together.  So, 
we will continue to meet with members of Williamsville's team to figure 
out just what exactly this looks like, but we can tell you that the people 
we have been working with are amazing people who have a desire to be 
in mission and ministry with us and we are looking forward to continuing 
to work with them. 
 
The 4 Amherst area churches will continue to collaborate in informal ways 
through seasonal worship, missions, and other opportunities.   
 
We will continue to update you all as we have things to report, and we 
appreciate your continued prayers as we walk with Williamsville UMC into 
a new vision of a future together. 
 

Brad Loliger, Pam Lopez, Allison Hendricks, Peg Bermudez 
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Niagara Frontier District United Women in Faith Annual Meeting 
Saturday, September 19, 2026 

Agape UMC, 2846 Seneca Street, West Seneca 
 

9:00 a.m. Doors Open, Registration, Continental Breakfast 
9:45 Worship, Keynote Speaker, Business Meeting 

Speaker: Georgia Whitney 
UNY Conference Committee on Race and Religion 

“Walking Alongside our Immigrant Neighbors” 
 

Registration: $10.00 due to Peggy Bermudez by September 6 
 

livestream  available on YouTube: @agapeumchurchofwestsenecan5809 

Christ Church UWF Breakfast Gathering 

Saturday, Nov. 14, 10:00 am 
Inspiration from Assembly 

 
 
 

  Hosts: Circle of Joy Cost :$5.00 
We will receive the Least Coin Offering, World Thank Offering  

and pledges for 2025 at this gathering. 
 
Save the date…exciting things to come!" 
 Christ Church Advent Potluck and Crafts 
 Sunday, November 22nd 

Christ Church UWF Fall Bake Sale! 
Sunday, October 25, following worship 

Homemade Baked Goods for your Fall Celebrations!  
FREE WILL offering for baked goods will benefit UWF Missions. 

If you would like to provide baked goods, please bring them wrapped 
and ready to go on October 25th.  Thank you! 

 
UWF Sunday and Children’s Sabbath 
Sunday, September 20, 10:00 am 
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The ministry of the Hospitality Team is to make Christ Church a 
welcoming place for our congregation, visitors, and all the community 
groups that fill our building through the week. On Sunday mornings, the 
team coordinates the greeters who welcome all to worship at Christ 
Church and the Café (coffee and refreshments) following worship. 
*We need Greeters and Café volunteers for Sunday mornings.* 
Members of the team will be available to guide you. If you can help, 
please contact a member of the Hospitality Team: Peggy Bermudez, Toni 
Neidel, Mary Ball, Barb Critoph, Linda Hoak, Kathy Weaver for Café and 
Pam Lopez for Greeters. 

Reminder: Last Sunday of each month is Congregation Café Buffet 
where YOU, the members of the congregation, are invited to bring 
your favorite baked good or morning snack to share. 

 BOOKS WE HAVE LOVED  
 
Meets the first Friday each month 
 11:00am 
         Wesley Room 

Do you love reading?  Come and share what you're 
reading with others. You'll get some great reading 
recommendations at this book group. 
Everyone is welcome at Books We Have Loved. 

Choir Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, September 9 at 7pm.  
 
Welcome to any and all who would 
like to join the choir and raise your 
voice in song and praise. 
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Choral Evensong and Organ Concert 
 
All are invited to an organ concert and service of choral evensong 
beginning at 3:30 on Sunday, October 11th. 
At 3:30, Kevin Durkin will present Rubrics by Dan Locklair in its 
entirety. From the composer: 
      "Rubrics (A Liturgical Suite for Organ) was a 1988 
commission from the Organ Artists Series of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
for their tenth anniversary year celebration. The extra-musical 
impetus and subsequent titles for each movement of Rubrics are 
found in the instructions (rubrics) to the services for The Book of 
Common Prayer (September 1979 edition). Rubrics was given its 
World Premiere in Pittsburgh on 16 April 1989 by organist, Mary 
Preston. 
      Peter Hardwick, writing in The Diapason, has 
called Rubrics “one of the most frequently played organ works by an 
American composer.” Movements from Rubrics were not only heard 
at the Washington National Cathedral funeral service of President 
Ronald Reagan in 2004, but also as a part of the January 2009 Martin 
Luther King Jr. service in the same venue during the Presidential 
Inauguration of President Barack Obama.” 
 
At 4PM, the choir of Christ Church will be joined by the choir of 
Williamsville UMC to present a service of choral evensong. Rooted in 
ancient monastic offices of vespers and compline, choral evensong 
has been a staple of English-language worship since the sixteenth 
century. With scripture readings, canticles, and anthem, the brief 
service is much-loved around the world. To see the order of worship, 
consult page 876 in the hymnal. For more information, please email 
Kevin Durkin at kevin@christchurchamherst.org. 
 

Hymn Festival 
Save the date! On November 8th at 4PM, the Christ Church choir and 
friends will present a hymn festival. More information is forthcoming 
on how you can participate in this joyful musical expression of faith. 
For more information, please email Kevin Durkin at 
kevin@christchurchamherst.org. 

7 

United Women in Faith Social Action Project 
Christ Church UWF Is gathering used Crayons for The 
Crayon Initiative. The Crayon Initiative sorts old 
crayons, melts them down, and remanufactures  
them in a bright, clean, paper-free form.  The new 
crayons have a unique design—large and three-

sided, not round—so they’re easy for kids to grip and can’t roll off 
hospital trays. 
Free crayons are sent to kids in hospitals all over the country. Studies 
show that art therapy can reduce heart rates, improve cognition, 
release endorphins and alleviate stress. And most young patients take 
the crayons home with them as the happiest part of their stay.   
Goisano  Hospital in Buffalo participates in the Crayon Initiative.  
Please look for collection boxes at Christ Church and bring some joy to 

hospitalized children and the planet! 

Upper New York Conference Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 17, 2026 

Fayetteville United Methodist Church 
601 East Genesee Street, Fayetteville, NY 13066 

Cost: $20 In-Person, $5 Via Zoom 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 

“Making Our Voice Known in the United Methodist Church” 
GUEST SPEAKERS:  

Deaconess Tara Barnes, UWF Dir. of Denominational Relations 
Rev. Dr. Robin Blair, Pastor, Iona United Methodist Church 

 
NIAGARA FRONTIER DISTRICT UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

NETWORK OF LEADERS 

Saturday, November 7, 2026, 9:30 – Noon 
Trinity Church Grand Island 

2100 Whitehaven Rd. Grand Island, NY 14072 
This morning is an opportunity for all to learn what’s new and to share 

ideas as we carry on the legacy of our founders to continue our 
 mission of caring for women, children, and youth. 

Training will be available for local unit officers. 
 

*** This is a FREE event *** 
 

RSVP to Peggy Bermudez by November 1st 
bradbermudez@hotmail.com   (716) 626-4897 

mailto:bradbermudez@hotmail.com
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Crafting for a Cause 
Meeting Saturdays: Sept. 19, Oct. 17, Nov. 21 at 9am 

Stitching Hope: Why We Are Crafting Comfort Teddy Bears  
In a world that often moves too fast, a simple, soft anchor can 
make all the difference. While they might look like simple toys, these 
bears are actually powerful tools of emotional support, designed to 
bring warmth, safety, and solace to those who need it most.  

A Buffer for Stress: Clinical studies show that holding a soft object 
can significantly lower anxiety, reduce cortisol levels, and offer 
a sense of security during times of crisis, grief, or transition.  

Universal Comfort: A recent survey by Build-A-Bear revealed that 
92% of adults still own a childhood stuffed animal, proving that 
the need for tangible comfort never truly leaves us.  

A Silent Confidant: For individuals processing trauma, a teddy bear 
provides a non-judgmental, silent listener when words are too 
difficult to speak aloud.  

"Teddy bears provide a bridge between dependence and 
independence. They help individuals self-soothe during moments of 
stress, grief, or anxiety." 

 

Turkey Basket Project 
Christ Church will be supporting the efforts of 

North Presbyterian Church by gathering items for Thanksgiving Dinner 
for families and individuals in need. 

We will be gathering: 
Boxes or bags of stuffing mix 

Canned cranberry sauce 
Canned vegetables 

Canned fruit 
Cake mix with frosting or brownie mix 

Potatoes 
Frozen Turkeys (10-15 lbs.) 

(Please label and place in freezer) 
 

Please bring food to Christ Church by Sunday, November 15th. 

 
Opportunities to share ourselves, our talents and our resources with others 
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FINANCE TEAM 
The 2nd Sunday offerings were: 
June:   Reconciling Ministries:   $249 
July:   Sabatino Scholarship Fund: $302 
August:  Teacher’s Desk:  $299 
 
Thanks to you all for your generous giving and many thanks to Barbara 
Mitchell for all her work over the years on the CALLER publications!  

CUMC Finance Team 

 
 
On behalf of your Finance Committee we want to bring you up to date 
with your church’s finances with one half of the year completed. We are 
slightly ahead of budget on the contributions side by approximately 
$2,200. All department chairs and our Trustees have worked hard to keep 
the ytd expenses almost $9,000 under budget.  One of our largest 
concerns is our utilities for which we have no control over the rates 
charged us. Close monitoring continues in order to be sure we are not 
consuming more of any of our utilities than is absolutely necessary.   
The investments that have been made through the Finance Committee 
investment account and the Endowment Committee’s account are 
generally performing well and are monitored by the respective 
responsible committee.   
As a church we have done well with our second Sunday mission efforts. 
Those contributions are not reflected in the financial report above 
because whatever is given is quickly given to the charitable organization 
utilizing the funds. 
Please do your best to meet your annual giving to the church. While we 
are slightly ahead of plan, we frequently fall behind our plan in the latter 
part of the year.   
Please keep Christ Church in mind as you decide how your 529 funds 
from this year are used.  Direct contributions to our church through 529 
gifts can improve your tax burden for 2026. 
If you have questions about matters financial, don’t hesitate to bring 
them to the attention of the Finance Committee or email them to 
robertlovell019@gmail.com 
Thank you for your continued support of our church. 
 
 Bob Lovell, Chair of Finance Committee 

FINANCE CHARIMAN 

mailto:robertlovell019@gmail.com
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2nd Sunday 2nd Helping Offering  

 
 
September 2026: Little Free Food Pantry 
The September 2026 2nd Helping Offering will support the Little Free 
Food Pantry hosted at CUMC.  This pantry is located on our grounds and 
all are welcome to use it.  It sees a great deal of use and we replenish it 
using canned and dry good donations from the congregation.  This cash 
offering will allow the outreach team to purchase additional food items to 
ensure the pantry remains fully stocked.  
 
October: Durham Maternal Stress-Free Zone.  The Durham Memorial 
AME Zion Church hosts the Maternal Stress-Free Zone offers comfortable 
space and knowledgeable support for pregnant and breastfeeding 
mothers and their babies and families, as well as to raise public and 
community awareness on issues of health, wellness, safety and nutrition 
through the provision of meals and workshops, maintenance of a 
community garden, and other community projects and, in doing so, 
minimize maternal stress.  Our 2nd Helping offering will help support this 
program, including the purchase of formula needed for families to feed 
their children. 
 
November 2026: Veterans One Stop: In honor of Veteran's Day, the 2nd 
Sunday Offering for November will go to the Veterans One Stop Center, 
which brings people, resources and organizations together to improve the 
quality of life for those who have served or are serving in the Armed 
Forces of the United States and their families. Veterans One Stop 
believes that all Veterans and their families have barrier-free access to 
the services they need to deal with challenges at home, to complete the 
transition to civilian life, and to achieve their goals and reach their full 
potential. 
 
December 2026: Good Neighbors Medical and Dental Care: Good 
Neighbors Health Care provides free Medical & Dental services to adults 
who are uninsured or under-insured and do not have access to medical or 
dental care.  Good Neighbors is operated by medical & dental providers 
and students who volunteer their time in service to the community. 
Education and Outreach Services are provided by Harvest House staff, 
social workers, and care linkage specialists.  This service is meant for 
individuals who have no other option for medical or dental care. 

9 

 
Opportunities to share ourselves, our talents and our resources with others 

 
Giving Tree 

The Giving Tree will make its appearance in the Family Room on Sunday, 
November 15th.Recipients include Compass House, the SPCA, Veterans, 
Gateway-Longview, and Haven House. Please take a tag from the tree, 
fulfill the wish and return your unwrapped gift to the tree by the date 
on the tag. Please consider bringing a pair of mittens or gloves, a hat, or 
an item for our Free Little Food Pantry when you drop off your gift. 
Thank you for generously brightening Christmas for members of our 
community! 
 

Outreach Team Annual Cookie and Candy Sale 
The Outreach Team will be hosting their Annual Cookie and  Candy 
Sale on Sunday December 13th. Leave your holiday baking to us or 
bring a special treat to a friend! A delicious assortment of confections 

will be on sale.  Contributions of sweet treats and candy are also welcome and 
should be brought to church before December 12th. All proceeds will benefit 
the many missions of our church. For more information, please see a member 
of the Outreach Team. 
 

World Communion Sunday-October 4 
World Communion Sunday celebrates the unity and diversity of the uni-
versal Christian community. As we gather around the Lord’s table, we 
recognize our unity in Christ, joining with others worldwide in Holy 
Communion. Embracing this commitment, United Methodists are dedi-
cated to nurturing diverse leadership within the church by allocating 
funds for scholarships and leadership training for under-represented 
students.  

 
UM Student Day Special Offering - November 29 

This Special Sunday is a denomination-wide celebration focused on the 
value of education. We honor this day by giving generously to support 
scholarships like The Gift of Hope Scholarship. By supporting our stu-
dents now, we contribute to community transformation and leadership 
empowerment, building future leaders.  

Thank you for generously supporting the  

Outreach Ministries of Christ Church! 
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Make A Difference Day is Moving! 
Make a Difference Day is moving back to its original time of year – 
Spring!  Watch the Weekly Update for more info in the coming months. 
 

 

 

On August 10, a powerful earthquake struck Choco, Columbia. UMCOR 
immediately mobilized to assess needs on the ground and coordinate 
with partners already present in Colombia, so that relief - food, clean 
water, medical care, and shelter – reaches those who need it most. 
Even as the full scope of the damage is still coming into focus, that 
presence matters: a sign that no community grieves alone. 
In 2025,UMCOR responded to 115 humanitarian crises worldwide 
including 30 floods, 11 tropical storms, 6 tornadoes, 29 migration 
events, 7 events of mass violence/civil unrest and 5 fires, aiding 
approximately 267,976 people.   
Christ Church accepts donations to UMCOR all year. There is no need to 
wait for a special offering – your compassion and generosity are always 
appreciated by those in need! 

 
 

Hearts for the Homeless Mobile Food Pantry 
Hearts for the Homeless Mobile Food Pantry needs your help. Please 
prayerfully consider helping for an hour or more on a Monday 
afternoon between the hours of 12:30pm and 4:30pm when the mobile 
food pantry is parked in front of Christ Church.  Volunteers welcome 
and encourage shoppers and assist them in selecting and bagging 
groceries. If you can help with this ministry please see Toni Neidel. 

Christ Church Free Little Food Pantry 
Our Little Food Pantry is doing its job and is in urgent need 
of your help in continuing to offer sustenance and hope to 
our neighbors. Please consider adding an extra item to 
your grocery list and bring it to church with you next week.  
The current needs are:  
Canned Fruit  Canned Veggies  Canned Soups  
Peanut Butter  Oatmeal Canisters Juices  
Pasta/Pasta Sauce  Gluten Free Pasta  Toothpaste 
Canned proteins: Tuna, Chicken, Ham      Toilet Paper/Paper Products.   
Thank you to all who participate in this ministry!  
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Elizabeth Circle will meet at church at 1p on Tuesday, 
September 8 to car pool to Niawanda Park for our annual 
walk by the river.  
Tuesday, October 13  at church at 1p is our planning 
meeting for 2027. Donna Hammond is hostess. 

Tuesday, November 10 at 1p at church for a service project. 
Tuesday, December 8 at 1p at church for our annual Christmas Brunch. 
 
Circle of Joy: Saturday, September 12 at 10:30a 
          Thursday, October 8 at 7p 
                        Thursday, November 12 at 7p 

CIRCLE NEWS 

Advent and Christmas 
Music and Meditation-Friday, December 11 at 5:30p 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols–Tentatively set for  
Thursday, December 24 at 8p  


